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The driving force - SAMIA 

 

 

The motorsport industry of South Africa received a boost, with the constitution of the South African Motorsport 

Industry Association (SAMIA) in Cape Town - an organization which will be a catalyst in the formalization, growth 

and development of a South African motorsport industry. 

 

The driving force behind the dynamic initiative as well as the British equivalent organization, the MIA, is former 

racing driver and Formula 1 marketing exponent, Brian Sims, who explains that the Association has been created 

with the aim of South Africa eventually becoming a major player within the rapidly growing global motorsport 

industry.    

 

Sims and the College of Cape Town’s relationship started during the planning phases of the Motorsports Academy.  

We were extremely privileged that he was the guest speaker at our certificate ceremony during 2007. 

 

The newly formed organization has been fortunate enough to enter into a partnership with PetroSA as its Founder 

Member and with Dell as its Official I.T. Partner.  As a Partner to the BMW Sauber F1 Team, Dell will be an ideal 

I.T. Partner for SAMIA, with the capability to advise our member companies on the use of I.T. within the motorsport 

industry.” says Sims. 

 

One of the primary objectives of SAMIA is to develop a vibrant, structured and sustainable South African 

motorsport industry that attracts young people and can be used to encourage many of them into engineering and 

technical skills training.  The first SAMIA initiative is expected to be the commission of an in-depth motorsport 

industry survey, designed to provide a benchmark by measuring the current size and composition of the industry.  

 

We at the College of Cape Town hope through SAMIA we can elevate the Motor sport industry in South Africa to 

great heights and attract young people into engineering and the technical skills.  It was during the launch that one 

of the guest speakers Iqbal Sharma; Deputy Director General: Trade and Investment at DTI expressed his 

enthusiasm that the College of Cape Town joined SAMIA and that we are already involved in the F1 in schools 

project. 
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